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bounties from $100 to $300 
were provided by an act 
passed on 04 Jul 1864.  
     If you have not read All In 
The Same Spaceship, you 
should. It is well researched 
and provides information 
which had previously been 

hard to find.  
     From the Williams Bros. 
History of Ross and Highland 
Counties, we read that Allen 
Trimble built a blacksmith 
shop in 1808 at the site 
where St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church now stands. Mr. 
(continued on page 7)           .  

lowed through with his 
dream and moved the 
family to Ohio.  
     Of interest to us is the 
birth of their youngest 
child, Moses Trimble, on 
June  5, 1836 in Highland 

County. Moses married 
Lucy Ann Elliott on Octo-
ber 3, 1856 and together 
they had twelve children. 
Those children were Har-
ry (1874-1930), Edward 
(1872-1914), George 
(1869-bef 1920), Gracie 
(abt 1880-?), Ludlow 
(1878-?), Rena (1876-?), 
Joshua (1860-1910), Ro-
sanna (1858-?), Minnie 
(1855-1915), William 
(1868-1947), Lizzie (abt 
1865-?) and Henry (1864-
?). Moses died Septem-
ber 18, 1913, at the age of 
77.  
     Moses Trimble was 
Betty Rickman Tinney’s 
great grandfather. 
Through Betty’s kind-
ness, many wonderful 

items are in our museum 
collection. Among these 
we find the revolver 
which was used by Moses 
Trimble in the Civil War.  
     We know from Wayne 
L. Snider’s book, All In The 

Same Spaceship, that Mo-
ses served in Company H, 
3rd Regiment, United 
States Colored Heavy Ar-
tillery, enlisting 25 Feb 
1865, at 28 years of age. 
He was 5’ 8” tall and mus-
tered out 27 Feb 1866.  
     Some facts about the 
pay of a Negro combat 
soldier was first estab-
lished at $7.00 per month, 
with a $3.00 pay for cloth-
ing. (A white soldier of 
private rank received 
$13.00 per month with 
$3.00 for clothing.) The 
War Department had 
promised equal pay, but 
the Congress delayed ac-
tion until an act of 15 Jun 
1864, with retroactive 
provisions. In addition, 

TRACKING DOWN MOSES TRIMBLE                                              John Glaze 

     This story starts with 
the birth of David Frank-
lin Trimble, in Scotland, 
in 1717. He emigrated to 
the colonies and mar-
ried Mary Elizabeth 
Houston (1720-1769) in 
Augusta, Virginia in 
1746, at the age of 29. 
This union produces 
three children: James 
(1747-1815), Thomas 
(1748-1763) and Nancy 
(1749-1862).   
     While Mary dies at 
the age of 49, David 
lives until he is 82 years 
old dying in Montgom-
ery, Kentucky.  
     Next, we follow 
James. He and wife, 
Jane Clark, have twelve 
children together. 
Among the family is 
found Thomas Trimble,  
born in 1787 in Wood-
ford, Kentucky. His ac-
tual parentage is not 
proven. The reality of 
slave ownership was 
that the owner some-
times fathered a child 
with one of his owned 
females. From his union 
with Nancy Williams are 
born four children. A 
second union produced 
more children. Tom was 
an emancipated slave of 
Captain Trimble. Cap-
tain Trimble had come 
to Highland County and 
had purchased land, 
planning to move his 
family here. During the 
time he was back in 
Kentucky to make 
plans, he fell ill and 
died. His widow fol-

Telling Highland County ’s story for over 50 years!  

Moses Trimble and Lucy Elliott’s Marriage Record 
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!       
Volunteer hours for Janu-
ary, February, March and 
April totaled an amazing 

NEWS from Vicki 
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The Historical Society is par-

ticipating in the Route 50 

Yard Sale on May 18 and 19.  If 

you have new or gently used 

items you would like to do-

nate, please call the Museum 

at 393-3392 for times when 

deliveries can be made. No 

clothing, please. Go to our 

website at hchistoricalsocie-

ty.weebly.com for items for 

sale. Volunteers are needed 

to help with the yard sale. 

 

Vicki Knauff 

     The Highland County Historical Society 
is pleased to present our latest furniture 
acquisition...a magnificent 19th century 
American mahogany Empire style table for 
the Highland House dining room. This 
piece was donated by a member who rec-
ognized the need for something more 
durable and certainly more elegant in the 
Museum. We accepted the donation and 
appreciate their generosity! Be sure to 
stop by soon and let us know what you 
think of our new look! 

DINING ROOM TABLE DONATION 

660 hours.   
     Congratulations to Wil-
liam Albert, 2018 graduate 
of Hillsboro High School.  
Will earned his Eagle 
Scout Award by working 
on the cabin and laying a 
rock sidewalk at the High-
land House Museum.  Will 
has joined the U. S. Army 
and will leave for basic 
training in July.  Good luck 
Will in the journey of life.  

Museum Needs  
     A variety of tools and 
equipment are needed to 
complete daily tasks and 
work on major projects.  
One of the things needed 
is an 8 ft. aluminum ladder 
to reach the 12 ft. ceilings. 
A black and white desktop 
copier is needed for the 
library.  Donations would 
be greatly appreciated! 
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 Visit us on the web:  www.hchistoricalsociety.weebly.com 

 

 

Coming Attractions 
tickets!) for you to enjoy 
while taking in a movie that 
will be showing in the Music 
Room. Then, head upstairs 
for the grand display!!! One 
of the bas-reliefs has been 
lovingly restored and reas-
sembled in the second floor 
hallway. Can you guess 
which one? Which was 
YOUR favorite? There is also 
a display case and wall full 
of other great items from 
the theater. If you have or 
know of any old photos 
from the glory days of the 
Colony, please let the muse-
um know by calling 937 393-
3392. We are always on the 
lookout for things to add to 
the collection! And, items 
can be scanned for display if 
you would like to retain the 
originals. Our hope is that 
this permanent display will 
bring back memories, spark 
interesting conversations, 
and delight all  museum visi-
tors!  
The Society would like to 
thank all who made this 
display and grand opening 
event possible, including 
Avery Applegate, Jim 
Rooney, John Kellis, Tim 
Koehl, Max Petzold, Justin 
Harsha, Rusty Hill, Steve 
Holland, Vicki Knauff, Lesia 
Langston-McKenna DMD, 
Big Ernie’s Pizza, plus all of 
the other donors and volun-
teers who have put forth 
time, effort, and money to 
make this event and display 
a wonderful addition to our 
Highland House Museum. 
Without your help, this nev-
er would have happened. 

Avery Applegate 

Gone are the days of step-
ping up to the ticket booth 
at Chakeres Colony Theater 
in uptown Hillsboro with a 
quarter to get you into the 
Saturday matinee. Gone are 
the days of the soda pop 
dispenser that dropped a 
cup into place where you 
could see the streams of 
syrup and fizzy water min-
gle into a sweet and bubbly 
treat. And gone are the 
days of admiring the mag-
nificent bas-reliefs lining 
the walls, illuminated only 
by the warm glow of hid-
den lights. The building 
may be gone, but Highland 
County Historical Society 
representatives Avery Ap-
plegate, Jim Rooney, John 
Kellis, Tim Koehl, and Max 
Petzold were given full 
reign by City Council to 
save artifacts from the de-
caying building prior to its 
demolition. The team spent 
the summer of 2016 prying 
loose and removing the 
most memorable items, 
and the Society is now 
proudly presenting the re-
sults of their labors to the 
public. The grand opening 
of the Colony Theater Ex-
hibit will be held at the So-
ciety’s Highland House Mu-
seum, 151 East Main Street, 
Hillsboro, Ohio, on Friday, 
June 1 from 5:00-8:00 PM. 
Admission is free, and your 
ticket stub will be entered 
for a chance to win a fabu-
lous door prize! The draw-
ing will take place at the 
end of the event, and you 
do not have to be present 
to win. There will be a con-
cession stand with pop-
corn, candy, soda pop, 
beer, and wine (plus more 
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Have a smart phone or tablet? Try out our new Self-Guided Tour of Highland House! 

Start at the front door and click your way around the building learning about key 

items in each room. Recently updated!   www.museumtour.weebly.com 

HALL OF FAME—2018 CLASS 

     On Sunday, May 27 we will 
enshrine this year’s Hall of 
Fame recipients. This year’s 
inductees include: Edwin B. 
Ayres (enterprise), Moses 
Carothers (enterprise), 
Judge Richard L. Davis 
(leadership), Helen B. Hoo-
ver (arts & entertainment) 
and Wesley T. Roush 
(leadership) with special 
recognition of the Lincoln 
Mothers. 
     Edwin B. Ayres (1891-
1964) was a local pharma-
cist, civic leader and out-
standing athlete who owned 
and operated Ayres Drug 
Store in Hillsboro. Begun in 
1808 the drugstore on E. 
Main Street has been recog-
nized as the oldest continu-
ous drugstore in the State of 
Ohio. For over 60 years Mr. 
Ayres was associated with 
the drugstore, first as a 
young employee in 1904 and 
eventually as its licensed 
pharmacist and owner. 

PICNIC!!! 

 

     Moses Carothers (1792-
1843) founded the first 
newspaper in Highland 
County 200 years ago in 
1818. The Hillsborough Ga-
zette, the first newspaper 
printed in Southern Ohio 
outside of Cincinnati and 
Chillicothe, was the forerun-
ner of the current Times-
Gazette. 
     Judge Richard L. Davis, a 
civic leader in Highland 
County, practiced general 
law, was a prosecuting at-
torney then served as High-
land County Common Pleas 
Court Judge, Juvenile & Pro-
bate Divisions, for 30 years. 
He was a member of the 
Ohio State University bas-
ketball team that won the 
Big Ten Championship in 
1944. He is currently retired 
and living with his wife, 
Kathryn in Hillsboro. 
     Helen Blackburn Hoover 
(1910-1984) was an author 
and metallurgist. Graduating 

ro. The mothers, along with 
their children, marched eve-
ryday for two years, to end 
segregation. Their successful 
lawsuit against the school 
board was the first northern 
test case of Brown vs. Board 
of Education which declared 
school segregation illegal. 
Because of their dedication 
and sacrifices their efforts 
not only ended segregation 
in Hillsboro but helped to 
end segregation in other 
northern cities. 
     This year’s recipients will 
be inducted at 2:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, May 27 at the First 
Presbyterian Church, across 
the street from Highland 
House. Following the cere-
mony there will be a recep-
tion at Highland House. 
Please join us in recognizing 
these very worthy recipi-
ents. 

Nancy Wisecup 

from McClain High School in 
1927 she went on to earn a 
degree in chemistry at Ohio 
University. In 1936 she 
earned a degree in metallur-
gy from the University of 
Chicago. Known as a wilder-
ness writer, she authored 
seven books, including  
three children’s books. 
     Wesley T. Roush (1910-
2006) was an educator and 
school administrator in High-
land County. 
     Mr. Roush spent more 
than four decades in educa-
tion, starting in a one-room 
school in the early 1930s and 
later as a beloved principal 
at Washington Elementary 
School in Hillsboro. Known 
as a positive influence on the 
many students he came in 
contact with and for his ded-
ication to his profession, he 
leaves a lasting legacy. 
     Beginning in 1954, the 
Lincoln Mothers fought for 
school integration in Hillsbo-

     HCHS will be having its 1st 
Annual Membership Picnic 
on Saturday, June 23 at 6:00 
pm. If you are a member, 
please join us for a nice pic-
nic meal and fellowship. We 
appreciate each and every 
member and the support 
you show the HCHS. 
     Please RSVP before June 
18. Thanks and see you then! 

LIBRARY PROGRESS 

     What’s been going on 
during the long winter? 
Once we closed in Decem-
ber, many projects began. 
Among these was concen-
trated work on our library. 
With the cooperation of Car-
olyn Hastings, Jean Wallis, 
Vicki Knauff and John Glaze, 
books were reorganized into 
subject matter, such as, Me-
dia, Periodicals, Books by 
Local Authors, Biographies, 
Music, City and Phone Direc-
tories, School Yearbooks 
and similar school publica-
tions, Genealogy, Military 
(WW1, WW2, etc.) and sepa-

rate classification of Civil 
War, Highland County Histo-
ry, County Histories other 
than Highland, Ohio Histo-
ries, US Histories, Books 
about Antiques and Collecti-
bles, Scrap Books, Family 
Bibles and Miscellaneous.  
     As each book was entered 
into Past Perfect, we also 
assigned a spine label desig-
nation to keep books in their 
proper locations.  
     As you can imagine, many 
books could fit into multiple 
categories, so a judgment 
call had to be made occa-
sionally on the best place for 

the book.  
     Jean and Carolyn have 
been tackling the file cabi-
nets to get them organized 
before Past Perfect work 
can begin on those.  
     Carolyn has committed to 
be in the library on each 
Thursday to work on the 
project, but also to assist 
any persons desiring to use 
the library for research.  
     Feel free to stop in and 
offer assistance! There are 
always things to be done in 
Highland House Library.  
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Visit us on the web:  www.kirklawoffice.net 

Are you helping HCHS with Kroger?  

     The year 2018 has been 
good thus far for Highland 
County Historical Society, 
and the summer is looking 
even better. The Board of 
Trustees and our director 
have been involved with a 
number of projects over the 
winter. These include plaster 
repairs in the Casper Collins 
Room, a new roof on the 
cabin, and a new entertain-
ment display area on the 
second floor. The Trustees 
continue to strive to be 
good stewards of the Socie-
ty’s properties and museum 
pieces. One of the goals of 
the Trustees has been to 
maintain some of our im-
portant traditions and 
events, while looking to 
grow and innovate.  
     Our many activities, pro-
grams, and events serve to 
promote the history of High-
land County in varied ways 
that will make for an inter-
esting and successful 
year. We had a packed 
house at our annual St. Pat-
ty’s Day Brunch in March. A 
few weeks later we were 
able to showcase William 
Scott House renovations 
with a ceremony and open 

Maintaining Traditions with a Growth Mindset 
am proud of the efforts of 
our membership as we 
continue to maintain our 
facilities and offer innova-
tive and interesting exhib-
its and program. 

 
“Strength and growth 

come only through  
continuous effort  
and struggle.”   

Napoleon Hill (1883-1970) 

 

Denny Kirk 

Chair Board of Trustees 

house. We have 
added a youth pro-
gram. Several 
teens have begun 
volunteering in our 
organization and 
we are looking 
forward to their 
service and ideas 
as we move into 
the future. The 
museum is now open with 
new summer hours this sea-
son. We are looking forward 
to a full calendar of exciting 
events. Watch our calendar 
on our website https://
hchistoricalsocie-
ty.weebly.com/events.html, 
for further details. Please do 
not hesitate to get involved 
and volunteer, recruit mem-
bers, and provide any other 
talent in which you have 
been gifted to the Society. 
     There is an old saying that 
there is strength in numbers. 
A strong membership roster 
means a strong organiza-
tion. Through you and your 
membership we are able to 
continue maintaining the 
traditions, growing our or-
ganization and increasing 
preservation of the legacy of 
Highland County. If you are a 

member of the 
Highland County 
Historical Society, 
we are grateful for 
your support of our 
programs, publica-
tions, museum gift 
shop, and other 
activities. Please 
consider upgrading 
your current mem-

bership or gifting a mem-
bership to someone you 
know. Your support is what 
keeps the Highland County 
Historical Society Strong. I 

ROUTE 50 YARD SALE 

The Historical Society is participating in the Route 
50 Yard Sale on May 18 and 19. If you have new or 
gently used items you would like to donate, 
please call the Museum at 393-3392 for times 
when deliveries can be made. No clothing, please.  
Go to our website at hchistoricalsocie-
ty.weebly.com for items for sale. Volunteers are 
needed to help with the yard sale. 



     The Historical Society 
opened the Scott House Man-
sion to the public on April 19th 
for everyone to enjoy the 
building and to study a little 
history. Though it was a 
coolish day, some fifty people 
joined HCHS for the program 
and lawn ceremony. The VFW 
raised the flag officially on the 
new flag pole on the front 
lawn and Vernon Garrison 
spoke about everyone who 
helped make the donation and 
installation of the flag pole 
possible. 
     The day was meant to focus 
on the work completed on the 
majestic mansion, but also to 
highlight the two-year effort 
to upgrade Highland House 
Museum as well. The Capital 

Campaign brought in some 
$162,500 toward the effort. 
The Board also was able to 
secure State bond dollars for 
the Scott House in the amount 
of $110,000. Some might say 
that $272,500 is not a huge 
sum of money in today’s 
world, but every penny was 
put to good use and the differ-
ences at the Museum and 
Scott House are substantial 
and they set us on a path that 
did not seem very likely in 
2014. 
     John Kellis, campaign chair, 
thanked everyone who donat-

ed, volunteered, and worked 
on the project. “Anyone tour-
ing the Scott House or look-
ing at the new construction 
in the back of Highland 
House would have to deem 

the project a suc-
cess,” added Kellis. 
Senator Bob Peter-
son joined the 
group and not only 
lauded the efforts, 
but toured Scott 
House from roof to 
basement.                    
.    “Thank you for 
preserving our His-
tory,” said Peter-

son. “Hillsboro’s history is 
Ohio’s history. This is a mag-
nificent building sitting on 
this beautiful hill, and it’s 
great to see it preserved.”   
     While touring the building 
and discussing the project, 
Senator Peterson added that 
these are the easy projects to 
support. When you see 
groups like HCHS raising 
funds and rolling up their 
sleeves, it is easy to suggest 
that we at the State can help 
with the last elements of the 
project. The Senator offered 
his support for future pro-
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Open House was a celebration of the past and a look to the future 

jects with the Society and we 
told him that we would be in 
touch.  
     The State agency that 
oversees the construction 
projects was also in attend-
ance and impressed with the 
project. The OFCC was very 
helpful during the project 
and worked hard to make 
sure dollars to pay contrac-
tors were reimbursed to 
HCHS quickly so bills could be 
paid in a timely manner. 
     Yes, the day was cool but 
more than 100 people came 
through to tour the house, 
with most making their way 
from the wine cellar in the 
basement to the “widow’s 
walk” on the roof to enjoy 
the views. On the third floor, 

as people waited for their 
turn to go out onto the roof, 
they were able to see the 
protected walls where the 
Scott family noted the 
heights of the children by 
year, name, and age. The 
children found that particu-
larly interesting. One little 
boy noted how short the 
child was. Well he was only 
28 months old and it was in 
1848. Definitely history well 
preserved by the citizens 
who originally restored the 
building in 1992 when one 
option being discussed was 
to tear the building down. 
They made sure to install 
frames and Plexiglas to pro-
tect the markings on the wall 
on the third floor of the man-
sion. 
     The old mansion on the 
hill, built in 1844 among a 
grove of oak trees has had its 
time in the sun and its glory 
years. That same building has 
also seen many a down year 
and even challenges to its 
survival. It is the hope of the 
Highland County Historical 
Society that the mansion will 
see a useful and beautiful 
future on the hill overlooking 
Hillsboro.    

John Kellis 



Trimble often assisted. Tom 
Trimble, one of Capt. James 
manumitted slaves and the 
first black man who settled 
permanently in HC, worked in 
the shop as an apprentice.  
For a time he was returned to 
Kentucky for more appren-
ticeship and returned not 
only adept in blacksmithing, 
but also the violin.  
     Many people have mixed 
feelings about the United 
States Colored Troops and 
many simply don’t under-
stand why there had to be 
separate armed forces 
groups.  
     Regardless of acceptance 
of this concept or not, the 
history of the USCT is inter-
esting and contains stories of 
heroism and bravery; a sense 
of fighting for the country 
where many found them-
selves living much against 
their wills.  
     The 3rd Regiment , United 
States Colored Heavy Artil-
lery, with whom Moses 
served, was organized from 
the 1st Tennessee Heavy Artil-
lery (African Descent). Desig-
nated 2nd United States Col-
ored Heavy Artillery March 11, 
1864, and 3rd Heavy Artillery 
April 26, 1864.  
     Service: Served as garrison 
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at Fort Pickering, and in De-
fences of Memphis TN and in 
District of West Tennessee 
till April 1866. Mustered out 
April 30, 1866.  
     The greatest disappoint-
ment was not being able to 
locate a photograph of Mo-
ses Trimble. I feel I have got-
ten to know him and his fami-
ly. Special thanks to my dear 
friend,  Betty Tinney, for her 
valuable help in introducing 
me to Moses. I wish I could 
have met him in person. 
      

MAGAZINES (continued from page 1)  

HCHS Capital Campaign  
     The Highland County His-
torical Society (HCHS) took 
time to open Scott House to 
the public this past month. 
Though the open house was 
a celebration of Scott 
House, the event highlight-
ed all the work done to the 
Museum and the Mansion. 
HCHS wants to thank all the 
contractors who helped 
make Highland House Muse-
um and Scott House Man-
sion projects a reality. HCHS 
made every effort to keep all 
work local and was pleased 
that it was able to do so. 
Contractors included: Brad 
Tira, Wayne Dance, Precision 
Painting and Restoration, 
Naylor Heating and Air, D&P 
Electric Services, and Evan 
West. 
    We all tend to take chang-
es for granted, but if we 
could turn things back a cou-

ple years and see the all the 
changes in total, it would be 
very visible just how much 
has been accomplished by 
HCHS projects. It’s almost 
hard to put into perspective 
how many things have 
changed in a relatively short 
period of time. 
     Here is a list of items re-
built, renovated, or changed 
during this campaign. 1.) The 
back wall of the museum 
was taken down and com-
pletely rebuilt, 2.) The handi-
capped ramp was rebuilt 
and hardscaped, 3.) New 
landscaping and sidewalks 
were installed in the back 
yard of Highland House Mu-
seum, 4.) The Union School 
Stone was mortared into the 
back wall of the museum, 5.) 
All new double pane, insulat-
ed windows were installed
(continued on page 8)        .  

MOSES TRIMBLE (continued from page 1) 

Moses Trimble Discharge 

World War 1 Display Coming 
     This year marks one of the years of the 100th anniversary 
of World War 1. A display of World War 1 memorabilia, flags, 
posters and photos will be available for visitors to view start-
ing Memorial Day. The display will focus on the role of High-
land County in the war and the soldiers who served their 
country. Raymond Stout was the first Highland County soldier 
killed in WW1. He died September 28, 1918 in the Battle of the 
Meuse-Argonne in France. He is buried in the Hillsboro Ceme-
tery. If you have artifacts from the Great War that you would 
like to donate or loan, please call Highland House at 393-3392. 
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on the south and west walls of the museum, 6.) The three 
back rooms on the second floor were remade during the wall 
rebuild as well as the back half of the Museum Shop, 7.) A new 
cedar shake roof was put on the log cabin, 8.) The music room, 
meeting Room, up and downstairs hallways, and Casper Col-
lins room walls were repaired and painted, 9.) Picture rails 
were installed in most of the rooms (no more nails), 10.) The 
Military Room was completely redesigned focusing on our 
local veterans 11.) The new Social Justice Room is complete 
focusing on the Lincoln School and the Marching Mothers, 
Mother Thompson and the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Movement, and the local history associated with the Under-
ground Railroad. The Society also rebuilt the basement stairs, 
remodeled the kitchen/office, and updated the bathroom fix-
tures in the museum.   

     Scott House renovations included: 1.) complete repair, re-
placement, and painting of all of the outside trim on house, 2.) 
New heating and air units, 3.) New roof on mansion and out 
building, 4,) All new office lighting, 5.) Newly renovated kitch-
enette to support meetings and events, 6.) Renovated third 
floor for future uses, and 7.) Renovated Cupola on roof. One 
last item will be the repair, sealing and lining of the parking 
areas at the Scott House and (continued on page 8)       . the 
Museum.  
     The museum will be open for the season on May 5, and one 
area in progress is a redesign of the second floor hallway 
which will focus on local entertainment featuring elements 
rescued from the recently razed  Chakeres Colony Theater in 
Hillsboro including one of the restored murals everyone re-
members from the side walls of the theater. Other elements 
will include displays on local entertainers such as: 1.) Milton 
Caniff (Steve Canyon and Terry and the Pirates cartoonist), 2.) 
Joe Rockhold (Uncle Orrie), 3.) Al and Wanda Lewis (Uncle Al 
and Wendy), 4.) Magicians Steve Faris and Howard Smith, and 
5.) Johnny Paycheck.  

John Kellis 

Capital Campaign (continued) 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

Check the date found on your mailing label. This is 

your membership renewal date. If it falls within the 

period of this newsletter, your renewal statement is 

enclosed. Please make any corrections or additions on 

the form and return it with your payment. Please 

consider increasing your membership to the next level.  


